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Sermon: Jesus baptised by John 
Sunday 14th January 2018 
Mark 1: 1-11 
 
John the Baptist Prepares the Way 
1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah,[a] the Son of 
God,[b] 2 as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 
 

“I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way”[c]— 
3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him.’”[d] 

 
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were 
baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, 
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this 
was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with[e] 
water, but he will baptize you with[f] the Holy Spirit.” 
 
The Baptism and Testing of Jesus 
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven 
being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice 
came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
Footnotes: 
Mark 1:1 Or Jesus Christ. Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) both mean 
Anointed One. 
Mark 1:1 Some manuscripts do not have the Son of God. 
Mark 1:2 Mal. 3:1 
Mark 1:3 Isaiah 40:3 
Mark 1:8 Or in 
Mark 1:8 Or in 
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Good Morning, we are beginning a new sermon series today, looking 
at the story of Jesus according to the Gospel of Mark. The book of 
Mark was likely to be the first gospel account written down - being 
written between 55 and 65AD - written by John Mark who although 
wasn’t one of the 12 disciples, did accompany Paul on his first 
Missionary journey (Acts 13) and then was a companion of Barnabus. 
 
The Gospel of Mark is a swift and action packed tour of the life of Jesus 
- written to encourage Christians in Rome and to prove beyond doubt 
that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. All but 31 verses of Mark are 
quoted in the other gospels but Mark records more miracles than any 
other gospel. Between now and Easter we are going to be looking at 
examples of Jesus teaching and action to try and answer the question: 
‘Who was Jesus according to Mark?’. As you will notice we are not 
going to cover each and every story or passage in the gospel instead 
taking one passage from each chapter we are looking at each week. 
 
_______________ 
 
Today’s passage as we open the gospel, tells the story of Jesus’ 
baptism by John. Note that Mark doesn’t tell the story of Jesus’ birth 
or indeed childhood but dives straight in (quite literally) to this moment 
at the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry. 
 
Let’s pray: 
 
Father God, as we begin this series on Mark looking at the story of 
Jesus, speak to each one of us by the power of your Holy Spirit with 
the truth that you are, the revelation that you bring and the challenge 
that you have for us. Help us to learn today from the story of Jesus’ 
baptism, what it means for us to sign-up to follow you and minister in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. In Jesus name, Amen. 
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Have you ever been rudely awoken from a deep sleep with really 
exciting news? As a child, I remember Christmas being a really special 
time for celebration, family and giving and receiving gifts - going to 
church and remembering that this is the day that Jesus came to earth 
as a baby. One year when we were back in the UK from Africa, we were 
staying with my grandparents in Norfolk - I loved staying in their big 
old house and running around with my brother and cousins. 
Unbeknownst to me, my grandmother wore a wig - it was a dark grey 
and curly, and looked quite normal to me at that age. One Christmas 
morning, full of excitement and energy I decided not to run into my 
Mum and Dad’s room to wake them up on Christmas morning but 
instead ran down the corridor to my grandparent’s room. However, 
instead of the moment of excitement, joy and celebration at alerting 
them to the fact that it was time to get up, my grandmother and I both 
got quite a shock! I saw her for the first and only time without her wig 
on! I remember the moment quite well - she firmly told me that she 
wasn’t to be disturbed and that running and waking her and my 
grandfather up wasn’t the right thing to do! 
 
This is like the opening of Mark’s gospel, John the Baptist comes to tell 
the Jewish people, to ‘wake up!’ But this wasn’t a happy predictable 
call to ‘wake up’ but a jerking awake - something unexpected is 
coming! Whilst we were in Lincoln, we were fortunate enough to host a 
local drama group who brought a production of Godspell to our church 
- and there’s a great song at the very start of the show called ‘Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord’. John is telling people to get ready! 
 
And John does this by inviting people to a baptism of repentance. To 
come to him, be dunked under the flowing waters of the river Jordan 
to signify a change of direction, something new, people choosing to 
change their lives. 
 
Baptism was already a tradition in the Jewish culture which had 
developed out of the ritual washing described in the Old Testament 
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(Leviticus 15 & 22 and Deuteronomy 23) which had developed into a 
sign of conversion to the Jewish faith. John used it in a new way, quite 
a radical departure from the customs around, to signify repentance - in 
light of the messiah coming. Repentance simply means turning around 
- doing something completely different to the way you were doing it 
before. 
 
And then Jesus comes himself to be baptised by John. In Matthew’s 
account, John tries to say to Jesus that this isn’t right, he should be 
baptised by him not the other way around - but Jesus insists. Jesus 
leads by example - it’s not just ‘do as I say, not as I do.’ Jesus models 
to us how we should follow God - and begins very clearly with Baptism. 
 
Later in Mark, in chapter 7, Jesus teaches on cleansing and washing to 
the Pharisees when he is criticised for not washing before a meal with 
his disciples. His point in verse 18 is that nothing external can make a 
man unclean, it is what is in his heart that makes him unclean. And 
ritualistic washing doesn’t help in that. Baptism however signifies an 
internal cleansing, washing away our sin because of what Jesus has 
done on the cross. We choose to make the decision to follow Jesus 
and to signify that choice, baptism follows. 
 
A word on Infant baptism. This practice is said to have emerged from 
the Biblical references to the ‘whole family’ being baptised (Cornelius 
in Acts 10 plus others in Acts 16) and Peter in Acts 2 speaking of belief 
being ‘for you and your children’. Various 2nd century sources speak of 
infants being baptised and this tradition has existed in one form or 
another in various denominations ever since. As you will know, I am 
happy to do baptisms for children if requested by the parents 
preferably who are active members of the church or show a 
commitment to the faith that they are bringing their children into - 
however I am also an advocate of doing a Thanksgiving service or 
dedication for babies so they have the opportunity to make the 
decision to follow Christ for themselves later in life. We did a 
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thanksgiving service last week for baby Pippa, and in February we’ll be 
doing a dedication service for our Sam. 
 
I am proud to be part of the Church of England and the worldwide 
Anglican communion has practiced infant baptism for generations but 
the institution of confirmation is a more recent addition. In the early 
church, a Bishop would be the one to do baptisms which would be 
followed by the confirmation and laying on of hands to receive the 
Holy Spirit. Paul’s visit to Ephesus in Acts 19 describes his encounter 
with disciples of Jesus who had only had the baptism of John but not 
received the Holy Spirit - Paul then laid hands on them and they 
received the Holy Spirit and began to speak in tongues and prophesy. 
On Easter day this year - April 1st - Bishop Geoff is coming to St 
Andrew’s and we are going to have an adult baptism and confirmation 
service - bringing together the two elements of commitment to faith as 
the New Testament suggests and which the tradition of this church 
over generations teaches. I’ve got plans to get a large pool and have it 
outside on the patio area at the front of church for those we are 
baptizing and then we will follow that as the bishop leads a 
confirmation. The outward sign of commitment signifying an inward 
change of direction - repentance - followed by a prayer for the coming 
of the Holy Spirit in the more formal setting of confirmation. This 
church has a tradition of ministry in the Holy Spirit and encouraging 
encounter which I don’t want to loose in the formality of this service 
however I also want to honour the ministry of the Bishop and our place 
in the Church of England, I believe this is what Jesus teaches us to do. 
In the Church of England, Confirmation is part of the rites of passage, 
almost of membership of the church so I’d encourage any of you who 
haven’t yet been confirmed to consider it this time around. It is yet 
another opportunity to ask the Holy Spirit to come and fill you afresh, I 
mean who doesn’t want that? If you have never been baptised and 
would like to, please also do speak to me after the service as well. 
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The other thing to say here following the example of Paul in Ephesus I 
referred to earlier, is that speaking in tongues is not a pre-requisite to 
proving that you have received the Holy Spirit - it is just one of the gifts 
of the Spirit which is given for the building up of the Church - but Paul 
says that the gift of Prophecy is better. We experience and witness the 
gift of tongues here in St Andrew’s often on a Sunday morning but for 
those of you who don’t have that gift or for whom it is strange or weird, 
don’t worry about it - the Holy Spirit is a generous giver of gifts and 
gives us all different gifts given ‘for the common good’ (1 Corinthians 
12). Tongues is the ability to speak in another language - either human 
or heavenly, in order to bring praise and worship to God. When it is in 
a public setting, there should be an interpretation so that it can edify 
the church. But I think that is for another sermon! 
 
Jumping back to today’s passage, Mark points out that John the 
Baptist’s ministry is prophesied in the Old Testament, with words from 
Malachi and Isaiah - A messenger is coming to prepare the way! John 
the Baptist baptised in water but he pointed the way to ‘One is coming 
who is even greater than I - he will baptise in the Holy Spirit and with 
fire! Get ready! And this baptism is what we see and know today - 
when we come before God and invite the Holy Spirit to come in Jesus 
name, we are ‘baptised’ or immersed in him and we see fruit. 
 
Jesus comes up out of the water and the heavens open - a new reality 
is revealed! This isn’t just a tiny spot of heaven on show, heaven is ‘torn 
open’ revealed to all who were present! And the Holy Spirit descended 
upon him like a Dove. The Holy Spirit which is gentle and beautiful 
came down upon Jesus in an obvious and specific way in front of the 
crowds that day. And then something very special happens - we have a 
powerful expression of the Trinity in action. God the father speaks from 
Heaven and says these incredibly powerful words “You are my Son, 
whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 
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And there’s so much we could draw out of this statement - a 
declaration of affirmation, of love, of truth, of commissioning of Jesus 
right at the start of his ministry. 
 
1. You are my son - he spoke directly to Jesus. God didn’t say to 
everyone there, look this bloke is my son, he says to Jesus - YOU are 
my son - you are my boy, my own child. 
 
2. Whom I love - God is a God of love, a God of sacrificial love, a God 
of might and power, but also of love. And he tells Jesus that he loves 
him - directly to him. I’m your Dad and I love you!!! I’ve not done many 
weddings in my ministry so far but one piece of advice I give to those 
thinking of getting married is to remember to say ‘I love you’ to your 
spouse every day. And sometimes for us men, we can feel like love is a 
bit wishy-washy, a bit ‘wet’ and soppy but it’s really important! This 
isn’t soppy love, commercialized or cartoon love but love with strength, 
passion and purpose.  
 
 
3. With you I am well pleased - God tells Jesus that he’s proud of him, 
of who he is. And he does it publically - he doesn’t just whisper it, or 
make Jesus assume that his father is proud of him, he tells Jesus in 
front of the whole gathered crowd! Now I love the fact that this 
declaration doesn’t come on palm Sunday at the end of Jesus’ ministry 
or even just after a miraculous healing or miracle he’s just performed, 
or having gone through death and resurrection - he does it at the very 
beginning - BEFORE he’s done anything noteworthy. As far as we 
know, Jesus grew up as a humble unknown carpenter’s son, learning 
the tricks of the trade off his Dad, making tables or beds for local 
people in Nazareth - nothing massively significant, or famed for. But 
God tells him that he’s proud. 
 
And then if you look at our passage, what happens next? Jesus is filled 
with the Spirit, and he has been affirmed by his father and he is then 
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led out into the desert to be tempted. He is equipped for the ministry 
ahead of him but starts with the toughest challenge. 
 
I want to conclude by offering some space for us to reflect of these 
words for us. “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 
 
In the New Testament, often the word ‘son’ is used, refers to the 
inheritors - the heirs. And because of Jesus - we are all inheritors and 
therefore all sons. A daughter in the time of Jesus, in that culture 
wouldn’t inherit anything - was second-class, unable to give testimony 
in a court of law and was seen as property. Because of Jesus, none of 
these things are true and everyone is a ‘son’ - male or female. So when 
God says - ‘you are my son’ - he says it to all of us. When we look to 
him, if we choose to follow him, he affirms us as an inheritor of the 
kingdom alongside Jesus. And he declares his love over us - even if we 
feel unlovable, dirty, sinful - he loves us! And thirdly, God shows and 
tells us that he is proud. God your heavenly father is proud of you - 
regardless of what you have done - or not done. He is proud of you 
just for who you are. 
 
If you are not somebody who knows this for yourself, perhaps you 
wouldn’t consider yourself a Christian, you don’t know Jesus. Or 
maybe you knew him once, you made a decision to follow him in the 
past but have slipped away, and want to re-decide to choose to follow 
him - today is that day. We don’t have a pool here to do baptisms but 
the decision to follow him doesn’t require a dunking, the dunking 
represents the decision. If you want to make that decision - for the first 
time or again, how about it? 
 
And secondly, I have learnt from my experience as a son and now as a 
father, that affirmation and declaration is really important. If we haven’t 
had that from our earthly fathers, we struggle to live in a way that God 
calls us to. God our father doesn’t want you to go without knowing that 
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he as your heavenly Dad is proud of you, he loves you and he calls you 
to be his. If you need to hear that today - for whatever reason, then 
come up the front and allow God to minister to you. 
 
If you have any need for healing also come forward. 
 
 
 


