
Sermon: Sunday 22nd July 2018 
Acts 18:1-18 - Paul in Corinth 
 
Good morning everyone, 
 
Today we are picking up the story of The Apostle Paul’s second journey as he 
travels from Athens to the major trading city of Corinth. [For those of you who 
weren’t at the 8:30am service last week, I’d encourage you to listen to Dean’s 
sermon on Paul’s time in Athens.] The beginning of our reading this morning 
mentions Priscilla and Aquila, the married couple who were leatherworkers and 
alongside whom Paul worked. They partnered him in the gospel and have a 
story later in the chapter of their own – but we’re going to hear more about 
them next week. I will just say that the context of their arrival in Corinth was at 
a time when Claudius was expelling Jews from Rome. Historians believe that this 
was because of riots in Rome that Claudius had got fed up with but that actually 
these were possibly based on the ‘instigation of Chrestus’ – the beginnings of 
Christianity in Rome causing disruption to the Jewish communities based there. 
It is in that context as the Christian gospel was spreading that we arrive in 
Corinth and hear the story of Paul’s mission to the Corinthians from the book of 
Acts. 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
Corinth was a significant city in its day and its location, being the capital city of 
the Roman province of Achaia. The famous city of classical times was destroyed 
in 146 BC but rebuilt by Julius Caesar in 44BC. It was situated strategically as a 
communications and trading hub for the region – and had therefore attracted a 
small number of Jews to settle there. The culture of the time in Corinth had a 
reputation for immorality and Pauls writes about this in details in first his letter 
to the Corinthian Church. This was particularly true of sexual immorality around 
the temple to Aphrodite, the goddess of love and war involving sexual acts with 
both male and female prostitutes. 
 
We can date Paul’s time in Corinth almost exactly (which helps to date much of 
the rest of his story in Acts) because of his coming before Gallio the proconsul 
which historians date as being the late 51AD suggesting he arrived in early 50AD. 
 
Initially he was welcomed by the believers Priscilla and Aquilla and worked 
alongside them but when Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, they 



brought money to support Paul’s ministry, he went ‘full-time’ into preaching the 
message of Jesus. Verse 5 says that he devoted himself to exclusively preaching 
the word of God, and as with the other places on Paul’s journeys, he goes first 
to the Jewish community – every sabbath reasoning with them in the synagogue. 
And like in the other cases, the Jews didn’t like his teaching – they became 
abusive and wanted rid of him. But unlike the other occasions, he wasn’t 
hounded out of the city. He instead does something quite interesting, he ‘shook 
out his clothes in protest’. He was exasperated with their unbelief and declared 
that he would instead go to the gentiles. Now we all know that this is a bit of a 
theme in Acts, that the gospel is for everyone, not just the Jews, not just those 
who are circumcised, or wealthy or male; and here again we see Paul going to 
the non-Jews again. But I would love us to think a bit more about his ‘shaking 
out of his clothes’ – where have we heard something similar before? If you’d 
turn with me to Luke 10 – on page _________ - and look at verses 5-11. 
 
Jesus here is sending out the 72 – the workers into the harvest field, like sheep 
amongst wolves (implying it’s not going to be easy) but then he gives them 
some tips – When you enter a house, say ‘peace to this house’ and if there is a 
‘person who promotes peace there’ your peace will rest on them. Stay there, 
eat drink and accept their hospitality. But if you enter a town where there is not 
a ‘person of peace’ (verse 10) then dust off your feet and leave that place. 
 
I would like to draw a parallel with Paul here in Corinth with Jesus’ commands 
to the 72 back in Luke – where the message of peace is received, spend time 
there with those people – but if it is not received, move on having proclaimed 
clearly that the Kingdom is coming which calls us to repentance! Paul saw that 
the Jews were not receiving the message, they were not welcoming him in, 
where as when he moves on to speak to the gentiles, to Titius Justus and 
Crispus, they not only welcomed him but were open and receptive to the gospel 
message and theologians say that these two are both mentioned in 1 
Corinthians 1.14 as two whom Paul baptised. 
 
In September, we are launching Growth groups - which are the new Small 
Groups for St Andrew’s and this principle of the person of peace is central to 
them. At the heart of the Growth group model is mission. Each group will have a 
missional focus – a community of non-Christians they are specifically called to 
share the love of Jesus with. And once a month, we would like the groups not to 
meet as usual for Bible study but to instead do something to love those they are 
trying to reach. This may be neighbours, work colleagues, parents at the local 



school, young people in the area or others. Those who have volunteered to lead 
growth groups have begun to have those conversations with us about what that 
might look like and we will share more of that at the beginning of August. As 
disciples of Christ, we are called to build connections with those who are 
outside the church – people of peace who we know, who we interact with on a 
regular basis. Remember my statement a few weeks ago that the most 
important person in church is the person outside the doors. I loved how Canon 
Jacob emphasised the importance of relational connections last week - this is 
how Jesus did it and therefore how we should do it too! 
 
Zara and I arrived in Stoke not knowing anyone – we have quickly got to know 
the community of St Andrew’s and some of those who live in Sneyd Green too 
but we felt that unless we were actually intentional about it, we could quite 
easily find ourselves with only Christian friends, stuck in the Christian bubble – 
which is unhealthy and limits our ability to model relational evangelism. Jesus 
went to and hung out with the despised and rejected, often those specifically 
ostracised from the Jewish community - the non-believers and those seen as 
unclean. So Zara and I have both been investing in hanging out with groups of 
people outside St Andrew’s with the simple intention of getting to know people, 
sharing our lives together and showing Jesus’s love in the way we live. My 
challenge to you, is to identify where those people are for you – as Jesus 
commands us – hang out with them, eat together and share your lives with 
them – so they see the Kingdom of God has come. Who are the people who you 
want to know the love of Jesus? And if you can’t think of anyone, you have 
found yourself trapped in a Christian bubble – which is all too easy to do; find a 
place to meet people who aren’t Christians, join a club or a social activity, or 
arrange to invite your neighbours round for a meal for example. 
 
The other thing I’d like to say about Growth groups is that there is no entry 
requirement. You don’t need to be a baptised Christian to be a member of a 
group – that would have excluded all the disciples for a start! You also don’t 
need to be a member of St Andrew’s Church or attend regularly, although we 
would love all those who are part of the church to be in a group where possible. 
Growth groups are open groups, with the capacity and vision to grow – through 
friends and neighbours just wanting to find out more about Jesus. That’s not to 
say we want to dumb down the group material, or the style that they have – 
Bible study and prayer and worship are at the core of what they will look like – 
three weeks out of four. The fourth week, the once a month activity will be 



much more informal, social time, a space to engage with those who don’t know 
Jesus – whether that’s in a café or over a BBQ. 
 
Paul had a dream. This is just slipped into our passage at verse 9. Paul had a 
dream from the Lord and I want to highlight two things especially to those for 
whom this growth groups vision might be scary or difficult. God says to Paul, ‘Do 
not fear’. Do not be afraid. This comes up time and time again: 
 

Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife. 
 
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are 
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 
 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
 
Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 

 
Do not be afraid and then secondly, in verse 10 – I am with you. Jesus promises 
to be with us always: ‘And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.’ 
 
Paul writes in 1 Corinthains 2 that he came to Corinth in fear and trembling – 
rather than the outwardly confident man we read about here! But God says to 
him in the dream – 1. Do not fear and 2. I am with you. 
 
And I want you to know that for you today – in light of the change to growth 
groups, or in your situation, your context, your home – God says Do not fear 
and he says I am with you. 
 
For Paul, that dream had an impact – it gave him to confidence, the 
encouragement to preach, to stand up and tell the people that Jesus had risen 
from the dead! 
 
And I hope those words give you confidence and encouragement, that whatever 
happens, whatever growth groups look like for you, that God says ‘do not fear’ 
and he says ‘I am with you’. And the Growth groups are designed to give each of 
us a forum, a community within which to tell people the good news. The good 
news that Jesus Christ came and walked amongst us on Earth, 2000 years ago – 



that he taught and equipped a rag-tag bunch of disciples then he died 
horrifically on a cross, but three days later he rose again – and this resurrection 
is a victory – a victory over death itself, a cleansing and washing away of the 
wrong of the world, the things you and I do wrong – so we can be back in 
relationship with God. That is what this is all about – and if you are here today 
and you want to find out more, you want to meet with this real and present 
God, please come up at the end of the service to the front and somebody would 
love to pray for you. But if you are here and you need to know especially that 
God is with you and that you need not be afraid, please also come forward to 
receive prayer. 
 
Let’s pray.  
 
 


