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26-10-17 - MARTIN BARROW 

 
 

THE LIFE OF JOSEPH - PART 12 

A NEW CALL - OBEDIENCE TO GOD'S CALL 

GENESIS 46 & 47:1-12 

For the last 3 months we have been looking at the life and story of Joseph.   

Just to recap we have looked at some tough topics. 

DESTINY, ANGER, WORK, LUST, DREAMS, PROVISION, COMPASSION, GENEROSITY 

REDEMPTION, GRIEF AND FORGIVENESS.  

The title of this last study is a 'New Call".  

Jon Jones started this study on the 10th September. 

He started by asking 3 questions –  
1. Do you know God's plan for your life?  

2. Do you know why you were born?   

3. Do you know your destiny? 
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I think and believe we can also apply these 3 questions to this morning's study and to ourselves.  

We are all on a journey but this morning we are looking at Jacob's journey and Genesis ends with 

Jacob's family settling in Egypt. (Genesis 46)  

v1. Jacob went to Beersheba on the way to Egypt.  

"So Israel set out with all that was his, and when he reached Beersheba, he offered sacrifices to the 

God of his father Isaac". 

This was 25 miles southwest of Hebron and was a favourite place of worship for Abraham and Isaac, 

who also stopped there. 

v3. God spoke to Jacob in the night and said, "I am God. The God of your father, do not fear and go 

down to Egypt for I will make you a great nation there". 

3 words 'do not fear' the same assurance given to Abraham and Isaac. 

That's a good assurance isn't it? 

V4. God said, "I will go down with you". 

"I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you back again. And Joseph’s own hand will 

close your eyes.” 

Let me ask you a question. 

If God tells or asks us to do something, do we do it or do we question Him? 

Jesus said in Matthew 18:2-3  

‘He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. And he said: “Truly I 

tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the 

kingdom of heaven."’ NIV 

Children have a simple faith. They are helpless, trusting, dependent on their parents and have no 

resources of their own. 

As we get older we trust God by faith. 
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What is faith? 

Hebrews 11:1  The Amplified bible puts it like this. 

Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things (we) hope 

for, being the proof of things (we) do not see and the conviction of their reality (faith 

perceiving as real fact what is not revealed by the senses.  

To the world or our society "faith" seems insubstantial and is persistently holding on to notions that 

can't be proven and so are classed as flimsy and unreal.  In scripture (the Bible) the reverse or 

opposite is true.  Faith is the confident expectation that what we cannot see is more solid and real 

than the material universe or what we can see. 

Let me tell you a story of what happened to me when I first became a Christian. 

 

(Talk about car park in Longton).     

How many of you can remember when you first became a Christian?  

I don't know about you but the longer we are Christians, have we or do we become too clever?  Would 

I do it now? Why not? 

The problem is we reason things out and we think and analyse things too much with our minds. 

We need again to have that trust like little children, that simple faith. 

I don't know what you think but I would like to be like that again.  Would you? 

Getting back to the story - God told Jacob to leave his home and travel to a strange and faraway 

land.  But God reassured him by promising to go with him and take care of him.  When new situations 

or surroundings frighten us, we should not be paralysed by fear but trust God to take care of us.   
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Jacob moved his whole family to Egypt but they wanted to live apart from the Egyptians.  Joseph told 

them to let Pharaoh know they were shepherds. This worked and Jacob's family were able to benefit 

from Pharaoh's generosity, this was in spite of the fact that shepherds were despised and hated in 

other parts of Egypt. As a side note they remained there for 430 years or so, until the Exodus led by 

Moses. 

God sees the future.  We don't. I can't tell you what will happen tomorrow, nobody can. 

Let me ask you a couple of questions. 

Do you trust Him? No. I will ask you again. Do you trust Him?   

Do you believe that God has a plan for your life? 

So, to recap on this story. 

I suspect that this part of the Joseph story provides a model for our own decision making.  We 

carefully consider our options.  We note reasons to do one thing rather that another.  On the basis of 

our information and our desires we 'set out'.  And this is right.  God has given us minds with which to 

consider the desires that move us towards one goal or another.  

Our decision making as Christians should not be mystical, but just as practical and reasoned as was 

Jacob's decision to bring his family to Egypt. 

But as we set out, we need to be sure we stop at Beersheba.  We need to be sensitive to God's 

leading and ask the Lord to confirm or correct us in the direction we've chosen to move. 

The 70 members of Jacob's family who were united in Egypt could be sure that they were where God 

wanted them to be.  Jacob had stopped at Beersheba. 

How good it is, as we make important decisions in our lives, to stop at Beersheba and indicate our 

willingness to continue or turn back at God's direction.  When we stop at Beersheba, we will have the 

confidence that whatever happens, we are living at the centre of God's will. 

Matthew 6:25-26 A promise given to us by Jesus. 

 

  “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 

your life, what you will eat or drink; or 

about your body, what you will wear. Is not 

life more than food, and the body more 

than clothes?  Look at the birds of the air; 

they do not sow or reap or store away in 

barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not much more valuable than 

they? 
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God has a plan for your life. 

Lastly, are you where God wants you to be?   

 

Remember these words as you go home this morning -  

"God is with you" and "Do not fear".  

 


